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The Roman Emperor and philosopher Marcus Aurelius

observed that as human beings “..we shrink from change;
yet is there anything that can come into being without it?”,
and Edmund Burke believed it to be “the most powerful law
of nature”. Certainly this past year has seen plenty of
change in the life of St Mary’s, and there is much more
ahead of us! Even before my induction service in June
2003, | met with our then Architect to discerning how
our bricks and mortar needed to be changed in order to
serve the Church’s mission and ministry in the 2Ist
century. Almost 8 years later, we are preparing to submit
a planning application to the local authority, building on
the reordering of 2000, and the prayerful discussion of
many people over the past 30 years or so. Change may
be the most powerful law of nature, but it is not always
the swiftest! Yet | suspect that in the coming year the
pace will quicken, as the 1000+ Appeal gathers momen-
tum, and permissions, plans, timescales and budgets begin
to be finalised.

But of course the most continual and vital change is
always that which goes on among us and within us, as the
People of God. The Bishop's Challenge to Go Deeper in to
God, Transform Communities and Make New Disciples
reminds us that none of us can stand still. That is of
course especially apparent when it comes to parish
clergy, and we will soon be saying goodbye to Becky after
almost 3 years of energetic, visionary and caring ministry
among us, and to Amanda as she is ordained deacon.
Please pray for them, as we know they will pray for us.
Difficult though farewells may be, they are a very
powerful reminder that it is we who are the Body of
Christ, and that standing still and remaining the same are
not options available to us if we are truly following him.

This report book gives a glimpse into the ministry we
share together at St Mary's, in our partnership with
Brookside Methodist Church and in our local community,
not least through the work of our Church School. This is
by no means a comprehensive record, and apologies for
those things and individuals which do not get mentioned.
But above all else, a huge thank you to you all.

The Revd Richard Watson
Rector of East Barnet
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achieved so far. We have worked together in the following ways:

Mutuality of ministry: In 2005 Richard was authorised by the Methodist Conference to serve as a
Methodist minister and Colin was given permission by the Bishop of St Albans to officiate at St Mary’s in
certain circumstances which were later broadened as part of the creation of the Local Ecumenical Part-
nership created in 2007. This has enabled a great flexibility in ministry. Becky and Martin have willingly
helped in this process.

Sharing of premises: In 2008 legal sharing agreements were signed for Brookside and St Mary’s. At
first these were largely symbolic, a sign that we belonged in each place. With the closure of the Parish
Hall in 2010 they became more practical as the Parish Office moved to Brookside along with the Monday
Club, Guides and Brownies and MOT, organisations which had previously met in the Parish Hall.

Social Justice Lecture: In 2008 the EBAMP annual Social Justice lecture was inaugurated with a lecture
on sex trafficking by the then chief constable of Gloucestershire, Dr Tim Brain. One of the local newspa-
pers changed its advertising policy shortly afterwards. In 2009 Bev Thomas, from an independent black
church blackground, spoke on diversity while in 2010 the Irish poet Padraig O'Tuama reflected in words
and music on conflict from the point of view of someone wbrking in Belfast. In 2011 the speaker will be
journalist and author Mark Vernon (see Jon Simpson'’s full report of the event).

Teaching and devotional courses: Joint courses are usually organised in the autumn and during Lent.
The 2010 Autumn teaching course was based on Diarmaid McCulloch’s television series ‘The History of
Christianity’ and was extremely well attended.

Pilgrimages and visits: In 2010 these included a second ecumenical pilgrimage to Walsingham where
we continued to enjoy the hospitality of both the Methodist chapel and the Anglican shrine. In September
a group visited the Methodist Collection of Modern Art at the Guy Chester Centre. On Good Friday
there was a visit to watch ‘The Passion’ in Trafalgar Square.

Schools: Colin stepped down as chair of governors of St Mary’s School and was succeeded by a Baptist,

Jeremy Alford. Colin remains a governor and shares in leading Thursday worship at church, which occa-











































































