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ANNUAL REPORT 2009 

EAST BARNET PARISH CHURCH 
 

 

Rector’s Introduction 
 
What would you say was the most important thing that happened at St Mary’s in 2009?  
 
There are many, many, things you could point to in the information which follows in this report.  There have 
been lots of things which have happened which have taken our shared mission and ministry forward in the past 
twelve months – and of course they aren’t necessarily the obvious ‘important’ things that immediately get 
noticed.  In fact it is often the things which go unnoticed which have the greatest impact over time, or prepare 
the ground for more things to be established and grow.  So the first thing to say is Thank you to you all.  Not 
just the people who get will have been noticed or heard, but also to those who quietly do their bit and make 
our worship, fellowship and ministry in the parish what it is. 
 
But perhaps the most important thing that has happened at St Mary’s (bearing in mind that this is the Anglican 
end of this year’s report book!) is the arrival of the Rt Revd Alan Smith as our new Bishop of St Albans.  Many of 
you will have heard me say before, I’m only here each week (and Becky likewise) because the Bishop can’t be.  
Along with the Churchwardens, we are authorised and licensed by the Bishop to minister in his stead - and so 
we look to him for the strategic leadership for our diocesan family.  I mention it firstly as a reminder that we 
are constantly called to grasp ‘the bigger picture’ which places everything into its proper context and 
perspective.  What happens at St Mary’s week-in-week-out, is just the tip of the iceberg in terms of what goes 
on as part of the mission and ministry of the Church.  Not just ‘our Church’, but the whole people of God – 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Baptist….the lot!  As a congregation we are part of an ecumenical 
partnership, a deanery, a diocese, the Church of England, the Anglican Communion, and the worldwide multi-
denominational Christian community that makes up the Body of Christ today.  And secondly, because since his 
inauguration last September, Bishop Alan has given a very clear focus for the years ahead.  He is encouraging 
each of his 336 parishes (covering 1081 square miles!) to concentrate on Going Deeper into God, 
Transforming Communities, and Making New Disciples. 
 
Of course, in the reports which follow you will be able to see these aspects of our life together already.  But 
especially in the year ahead we will be engaging with this 3-fold charge, expecting that it will not only 
challenge us, but also change us as we seek to move forward in mission and ministry.  Not only must that 
ministry continue to grow and develop, but it needs also to be resourced and sustained: prayerfully, practically, 
and financially. 
 
What would you say was the most important thing that happened at St Mary’s in 2009? 
 
…and more importantly, how will you be a part of the important things in 2010? 
 
 

Richard Watson 
Rector 
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STATUTORY REPORTS 2009 
 
FABRIC 
Church Hall. 

The hall continues to show signs of its age .  The lead parts of the roof have been patched but continue to leak.  

The drainage problems are increasing in frequency and the heating is in very delicate condition although still 

running at a high cost..  If the Hall is to continue in use consideration to spending in excess of £300,000 will be 

required. 

  

Church 

Routine maintenance and minor repairs only have been carried out.  This year we have been looking forward 

to what internal repairs, improvements and decorations should be carried out?  The Church architect is 

establishing what will be acceptable to the various public and church authorities that have to give their consent 

and what compromises will have to be made?  How much will it cost and what funds and grants are available.  

We look forward to this information being available in late summer 2010. 

David Howard 

 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
The PCC met 6 times in 2009 to oversee the mission and ministry of St Mary’s and receive news of the wider 
parish and our ecumenical partnership.  Due to work commitments, Nicki Quy was unable to continue as PCC 
Secretary: our thanks for there work she was able to do, and to Helen Tolhurst for being willing to step (back) 
into the Secretary’s role! 

 
ELECTORAL ROLL 
The revision this year took place from Monday 22nd March to Wednesday 31st March.  The Roll for 2009 
consisted of 110 individuals. During the year, three members of the Roll died and a further four moved; 
resulting in a loss of seven members of the roll. However, six more individuals have elected to join the Roll, 
bringing the revised number on 1st April 2010 to 109. 

Anne Kruse 
 

FINANCE 
At the end of 2009 the parish was reduced in its cash reserves by £18,360 over the year.  Of that deficit, £760 
relates to a fall in funds (due to repairs and renovations) attributable to School House which is managed by us 
on behalf of the diocese. Therefore we had a ‘parochial’ excess of expenditure over income of £17,600.  A 
review of the accounts will reveal that the General Fund returned a loss of  £21,170 due in the main to an 
increased Parish Share of nearly £6,000; the payment of Professional Fees for surveys of £4,500; the repairs of 
the organ £11,500 (with a final £3,700 to be paid in 2010). There were considerable costs associated with gas 
heating the church £3,600 and also at the Hall (£3,850).  However, the Hall returned again with income 
exceeding outgoings by £3,650.  The church benefited from a bequest by Valerie Smith and a set of Sedilia 
Chairs were purchased in her memory, one of which has had a memorial plate attached.  During the year we 
held a Stewardship Campaign from which we received £3,400 in one-off gifts by generous parishioners, 
additionally the total of funds received on a ‘planned giving’ scheme increased by £3,850 to £45,747. Offertory 
collections in cash amounted to £11,900 and it is a pity that those considerable funds were not all gift aided. I 
can not stress too much that a regular commitment is more beneficial to the church.  I mentioned that our 
Parish Share of £51,377 was an increase on 2008 by £5,900. It has again increased in 2010 to £56,300 which 
represents a charge of £1,080 every week before we actually start paying for the running of the parish. 
I forecast that the 2009 shortfall of £17,600 mentioned above will return during 2010 to a predictable £25,000 
unless we can raise our income by £500 a week. I give my grateful thanks to Janet Barker who releases me 
from the regular task of counting the offerings, to Anne Kruse who processes the Hall’s financial affairs with 
much efficiency and to Ron Neil who examines these annual accounts. 

Dick Selby 
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DEANERY SYNOD                                                                                                                                                              
Canon John Kiddle, Diocesan Officer for Mission and Development spoke at the first meeting of Synod this year 
on the theme of ROOTS & ROUTES OF MISSION. John stressed that every church member is invited to be part 
of missionary work and noted  the hallmarks of a “healthy church” : 
- Energised by faith [not just trying to survive] 
- Outward looking focus [not just church life] 
- Facing the cost of change and growth 
- Operating as a community 
- Making room for all [being inclusive] 
- Doing a few things and doing them well 
 
Revd Vanessa Cato, Diocesan Children’s Work Officer spoke at our second meeting.  She noted that children in 
the UK and USA are the least happy in the western world, according to a recent survey, but at the same time 
were generally materially well off.  Vanessa quoted Scripture to demonstrate our responsibilities for 
supporting families and children, not just on Sundays.  She outlined a number of issues parishes should 
consider: 
- Review current practice *does it support children’s spiritual growth+ 
- Do we listen to our children? 
- What are we doing for under 5s and older children? 
        -        Are we building links with local schools?  
- How inclusive is our Sunday worship? 
- Do we encourage and fund training for children’s work leaders? 
 
At our third meeting we were introduced to INTERACTIVE CHRISTIAN STUDIIES [ICES] by Revd Dr Mike 
Butterworth. ICES is a formal learning system which involves study at home  and meeting with a peer group 
and tutor. Each module is studied over 20 weeks. There are currently 10 modules available, costing £45 each. If 
six are completed a certificate is awarded. Mike  took the meeting through the method of learning with a 
sample work book. We then broke into groups and applied this method to a passage from Judges. 
At our final meeting we welcomed Bishop Alan to the Barnet Deanery. He celebrated the Eucharist and talked 
to us about his three part vision for the Diocese: 
- Going Deeper into God 
- Transforming Communities 
- Making New Disciples 
 
Please remember that Deanery Synods are open meetings and all are welcome. They are interesting and 
stimulating evenings. Please try to come along. 

Roger Melling 
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PAROCHIAL REPORTS 2009 
 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
We meet regularly, about every three weeks,  in order to study aspects of Scripture.  Usually meetings begin 
with refreshments before we get going with the discussions. We began the year finishing off looking at some 
‘ordinary’ New Testament people and ended to year looking at ‘Proverbs.’ As well as the ‘serious’ discussions, 
we frequently wander off onto other topics, but we always have fun – why not join us? 
 
It’s not really a challenge to our small group, but it would be lovely to see more Bible Study groups meeting 
regularly. 

Martin Horton 
 

BROKEN/ 
The alternative worship on the evening of the second Sunday of the month continues to draw a congregation 
of around 40 people from a variety of ages and backgrounds – as well as folk from St Mary’s and Brookside 
there are regular visitors from Chelmsford, and other parts of London, and the Diocese of St Albans.  In 
October, broken/ got a wider audience as we provided the worship at the beginning and end of the Diocesan 
Spirituality Day in Hertford, as well as my workshop titled “Help! My Life’s a Mess” which drew on much of the 
theological background of the rationale of our alt. Worship community. 
 
broken/ uses big screen projection and contemporary music (usually secular) to explore themes of faith and 
widen our experience and  expression of worship.  If it is still a mystery to you, then take the plunge in 2010 
and come along!  It is guaranteed to be unlike anything else you have experienced at St Mary’s, and is an 
important part of our ‘mixed economy’ of worship and spirituality on offer.  In July 2009 the PCC received an 
interim report and agreed to continue to support this important new development, which has (along with 
Toddler Praise) in turn brought some new energy to Sunday morning’s in the form of ‘Messy Mass’! 
 

Richard Watson 
 

BROWNIES  2nd East Barnet (St Mary’s) 
We provide a safe, girl-only space; we promote diversity and equality and practise  Girlguiding’s Five Essentials 
which are: working together in small groups; encouraging self-government and decision-making; a balanced 
and varied programme; caring for the individual; sharing a commitment to a common standard 
During 2009 we started looking forward to Girlguiding’s 100th anniversary and eagerly reading the list of 
especially arranged Centenary events and the Adventure 100 Challenge.  We signed up for the Launch Party 
“Blast Off!”  and booked tickets for a steam train journey for May 2010.  In the Hall we held a St George’s Day 
Bake and Brew event in aid of the Children’s Society;  we also had a fund-raising evening for Children In Need.  
The Brownies enjoyed  a scavenger hunt in the garden and played rounders in the park.  There were  edible 
bonfires and sparklers on Bonfire Night and real sparklers in the garden.  We have painted bracelets, made 
Christmas cards, played games and generally had fun.  During the year we had several Promise ceremonies and 
said farewell to those Brownies going to Guides.  We were delighted to welcome a new Guider, Susan , who is 
studying in London and brings new energy to our leadershipship team! 
We have several events planned to fulfill our Adventure 100 Challenge: climbing St John’s Church Tower; a 
steam train trip; serving refreshments to 100 people; a  Time Travel activity; the Centenary Finale at 20:10 on 
20.10.2010 and other smaller activities that we can do during our usual Brownie meetings.  We are also 
keeping a scrapbook of photos and articles for the Centenary Year and gathering memories from former 
Brownies and memorabilia  for an exhibition to be held in conjunction with the Centenary Finale at Ewen Hall, 
Barnet. 

Anne Malloy, Brownie Guider 
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CHRISTIAN AID 
To raise money for Christian Aid on behalf of the Church, collecting from roads allocated to St. Marys.               
This was our first year at co-ordinating the collections on behalf of St.Mary’s for Christian Aid. We were very 
grateful to all the helpers who gave up their time to go around knocking on doors and collecting, and to Kathy 
Horton for all her help and guidance. St. Marys raised nearly £1,900.00 which we felt was a great effort 
considering the economic climate at the time. The figure for the Barnet Churches was over £13,000.00. These 
amounts of money will make a real difference to improving people’s lives and helping to tackle poverty.  
Challenges include  co-ordinating the collections for our Church to try to raise as much money as possible 
during Christian Aid Week for this year (9th – 15th May 2010). Also to get as many volunteers to help as 
possible;  on the basis that if lots of people do a little, together we have done a lot. We also need to spread the 
news of how the collections are helping, such as with Christian Aids work in the slums of Kenya. 
 

Linda and Tony Eade 
 

CHURCH FLOWER ARRANGERS 
As always, Christmas and Easter are the major events; also the flowers for  weddings.  We would like 
to encourage more people to join the flower arrangers team! 

Gwyneth Colle 
 
 
CHURCH HILL HERALD 
 
Ten years old and going strong thanks to our contributors, printers, deliverers and advertisers, the 
Herald took on a major project to raise funds for the inscription of World War Two names on the 
village war memorial. The campaign was a notable success. 
Thanks to our regular writers for filling the pages with entertaining and thought-provoking articles. 
Glad to say we haven’t yet been sued for libel – or heresy! 

 
Mike and Bettina (editors), Anna (advertising manager)  

 
 
CHURCH WARDENS 
During the year 2009, it has been our privilege to be part of the worshipping community at St. Mary’s.  Not 
only have we been blessed with some truly inspirational music, our services at Easter and Christmas and 
throughout 2009 have sustained and supported our faith.  Our children continue to be an integral part of our 
worshipping community  and a reminder of God’s many blessings to us. 
 
Challenges for 2010 include supporting  the exploration and extension of our children’s provision at St. Mary’s, 
to work as part of the ministerial team and listen and respond to the varying needs of those worshipping at St. 
Mary’s .  
We  also need to respond to Bishop Alan’s charge to the parishes to go deeper into God; to transform 
communities; and to make new disciples.  These goals seem  very much interrelated, and our challenge is 
maintain and develop existing activities, and to pursue new initiatives.  We are setting up House Groups and a 
Parenting Course, and developing Toddler Praise, Messy Mass, and Broken services, in addition to the many 
existing activities.  We are using the church more and more for secular events which draw in outsiders so that 
we can demonstrate who we are and what we are about. 

Hilary Middleton  
Peter Weller 
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CONFIRMATION GROUP 
There were two small Confirmation groups in 2009, one with four individuals and one with two. The ages 
ranged from 15 to late 80’s!  As in previous years the course of ten sessions was loosely based on material from 
the Emmaus Nurture Course. Only one candidate, Naomi Barbor, was being prepared for baptism as well as 
confirmation and she was baptised in St Mary’s on 29th March. Joan Cracknell, Richie Payne and Naomi were 
confirmed at St John the Baptist, Chipping Barnet on 7th July by the Bishop of Hertford. Dorothy Pye and her 
grandson Tom Ritson, and Katie Beer were confirmed at King Charles the Martyr in Potters Bar on 11th October, 
also by the Bishop of Hertford. 
 
Richard will lead the 2010 confirmation course. It is encouraging that more adults are coming forward for 
baptism, often when they bring their own children for baptism. 

Becky Leach  - Curate 

 
CRECHE  
The crèche continued to be run in the Choir Vestry, but was almost entirely unstaffed throughout 2009. Toys 
were left on the shelves for parents to access for their children themselves, although our severe lack of space 
in church inevitably means that the vestry is used to store other things from time to time.  
Challenges for 2010 are to set up a staff rota to run the crèche again and to clear the room of excess clutter to 
make it more user friendly. 

Becky Leach 
 

 
EASTER MONDAY PILGRIMAGE  
The pilgrimage to St Albans Abbey from Barnet is about 12 miles long. It is a bit hilly in places but not too 
difficult a walk. A steady pace is set and we all encourage each other so nobody gets left behind.  There are 
plenty of stops for refreshments and loos, and a car for those who are feeling a bit tired. Our last stop is The 
Farmer’s Boy in St Albans where we all enjoy a refreshing and well deserved pint. Arriving at the Abbey , you 
feel a sense of achievement  and can pretend it was easy – ha ha!!! This was a great day out and my third time! 
 

Janet Barker 

 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY 
To provide communion at home for those unable to attend church. 
Home communion can be conducted by the Clergy or by members of the Lay Ministry team.  Most  home 
communion has been conducted by the expanded Clergy Team, but plans are afoot to develop  and expand the 
Lay Ministry team using new materials  during the forthcoming year 

Irene Graham 

 
GUIDES 
We provide a safe, girl-only space, whilst fulfilling the 5 areas of the guiding programme: Discovery, Healthy 
Lifestyle, Global Awareness, Skills and Relationships, Celebrating Diversity  
Over the past year we have worked towards a number of badges including Traditions of Guiding, 
Communication, and Science. We have taken part in St Georges Day celebration Parade through Barnet. We 
had a spectacular evening of song and dance during a “Guides Got Talent” night.  We also held a world record 
night where we equalled the previous record of eating  Jaffa Cakes in a minute.  We held a picnic in the park in 
the summer which was followed by a wide game to run off the food consumed. In preparation for next year’s 
centenary we held a salt dough evening making various Guiding symbols out of the dough which were then 
painted the following  week 
Challenges for 2010 include celebrating 100 years of Guiding in October 2010. We will be going away for an 
indoor weekend in April 2010 (3 Adults 13 girls). We will also be completing as many Adventure 100 challenges 
as possible before October 

Karen Binns, Unit Leader 
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HEALING TEAM 
The laying on of hands and prayers for healing are offered during the distribution of Communion once every 
other month.  For the first time this year  we had  a celebration of healing St Luke’s Day service (Oct 18th) with 
visiting preacher, The Revd Anne Lindsay- Chaplain at Portsmouth Hospitals.  We held a Training Day in  May  
using a  new venue which worked very well.  New members  have been added  to the team, and the Healing 
Service now has own liturgy booklet with a focus on Christ’s healing ministry and explanation of why  and how 
we pray for healing. The prayer used and guidance on how to go up and receive healing is also in the booklet. 

Amanda Duncan 
 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
There were 5 weddings at St Mary’s during the year and all the couples were prepared at the end of February. 
The first session was an ‘administration’ meeting and a ‘getting to know you’ meeting. For the second and third 
sessions Chris Mears & I used a number of tried & tested exercises aimed at showing couples the advantages of 
marriage for life and how to go some way to achieving this happy state. For the first time we also had Becky with 
us for her first weddings.  As we’ve already done the preparation for 2010, Chris & I will be considering whether 
to change anything for 2011. 

Martin Horton 

 
MEDITATION GROUP 
During the year Anne Kruse helped to introduce us to meditation as practiced by faiths other than Christian. We                
looked at Buddhism, Yoga Sutras, Islam, Taoist and Sufi. In the autumn we returned to the roots of Christian                
Meditation as practiced by John Main, beginning with the very basics. This encouraged a number of new people                 
to join us. Initially we only meditated for 10 minutes but we all are now happy with 25 minute sessions as we 
have very slowly and gently moved into meditative prayer. We usually have between 4 and 8 of us meeting each              
Wednesday evening at 7.30pm in church, finishing each session with refreshments and a natter.  We are 
considering whether to repeat the basic introduction sessions again in September for anyone who wishes to join 
us in this very ancient way of prayer. 

Martin Horton 

MENS GROUP 
The Men’s Group is an opportunity for the ‘gentlemen’ of the parish to meet on a regular basis to get to know 
one another better, and occasionally to knuckle-down to some jobs in the church and churchyard.  Our meetings 
usually alternate between a fish and chip supper in the ‘upper room’ of the church hall, and dinner at St Peter’s 
Bourne, N20.  We had a ‘lite’ year in 2009, meeting only once and then re-grouping in January 2010 to celebrate 
Burns’ Night in style at St Peter’s Bourne. 

Jon Simpson 

MESSY MASS 
When members of our monthly all-age Eucharist congregation were asked to review the service, they  suggested 
that we try to introduce elements from Toddler Praise (movement, craft, informality) and Broken/ (prayer 
stations, screened images and music, informal Eucharist) that would encourage participation from all ages in our 
Church community and to try to attract others to these services.  The first one was on October 4th 2009 and took 
as its theme ‘celebrating creation and St Francis’. Six activity stations were set up around the church building and 
two hundred people crammed into the church to participate in this creative Eucharist – making bugs, adding 
animals to a creation frieze, playing with primordial green slime, fishing for magnetic fish, making and then 
eating fruit kebabs, or reflecting on the beauty of creation. There was a drama from Genesis 1 involving over 
twenty children and young people.  It was a great success and quickly became known as ‘Messy Mass’. Two 
more since then have been an equal success-– December 6th 2009 (with Advent as the theme) and then March 
7th 2010 (with Lent as the theme).   This quarterly service has enabled the partnership to work together more as 
there is an opportunity for a ‘service swop ‘– some people from St Mary’s preferring to attend Brookside’s 
Communion service and others from Brookside coming up the hill to join with the mayhem of Messy Mass. 

Becky Leach 
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MONDAY CLUB                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
We provide an opportunity for Senior Citizens to meeting people and to have an afternoon to enjoy and relax. 
We have had six new members this year bringing our membership number to 45. During the year we have had a 
party for members. We have also had several types of entertainers  visit the club including singers and dancers. 
We also provide the opportunity for members to purchase clothing twice a year from a representative from a 
warehouse. 
The main challenges in 2010  are to continue to help our members. We need to  get a piano for the Hall which 
would encourage more people to come to play and sing to the club. We also need to encourage more people to 
help with transport which is becoming more difficult. 

Pauline Hayes 
 

M.O.T. ( Mother, Others and Toddlers) 
 To provide a community network for people with small children that facilitates mutual support 

 Low key outreach to members of the parish 

 To provide an environment within which children and carers can develop and flourish 
 
MOT continues to be a popular toddler group in the area attracting mothers, fathers, grandparents, and carers. 
It is a family-centred organisation.  It is well attended and is promoted solely through word of mouth and the 
official Barnet listing. The Preschool Learning Alliance noted that MOT is one of the few afternoon toddler 
groups that has had enough support to continue long-term. Activities continue to include: free play, art and 
craft, developmental activities, and singing. This is provided for a multidenominational audience, though 
Christmas and Easter are marked specifically. The ‘Tea Buddies’ continue to play an invaluable role and general 
operation has comfortably extended to encompass the expertise and support of Rachel and Kevie. 
 
A brief survey of group members showed that the formula for the session delivers the essential requirements of 
adults.  Careful consideration on how to add value resulted in the following targets for development of MOT 
during 2010: 

 Story time – to develop large book pro- assisted story telling to capture imaginations 

 Community writing – essential floor-based free-flow drawing facility suitable for developing early 
writing skills in small children  

 Musical instruments – begin collecting instruments for use during songtime 
 

Sandie Gibbons, Rachel Tolfree, Kevie Duncan 
 

MUSIC  
The choir at St Mary’s continues to provide a lead for the worship, both at the 10am Sung Eucharist and at 
Evensong; and although they may be small in number they produce an excellent sound which suits the style and 
scale of our liturgy perfectly.  As a church we owe them our thanks for being there week in, week out – perhaps 
of particular note was the 2009 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, when a lot of hard work together paid of in 
producing what many people referred to afterwards as ‘the best yet’. 
 
In 2009 we were very lucky to secure the service of two recitalists, Richard Cook (organ scholar –designate at 
Salisbury Cathedral) and Andrew Parmley (organist of St James’ Garlyckhithe in the City of London) both or 
whom played to a good crowd and helped raise the money to cover the costs of our previous purchase of 
musical equipment: a Roland stage piano and Stagepass PA system which serves a variety of needs covering 
alternative and all age worship, social events and more! 
 
At the end of 2009 the PCC commissioned £15,000 of repair, maintenance and upgrade work on the organ to 
ensure that it continues to serve as our principal instrument for many years to come! 
 

Andrew Earwaker 
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OPEN CHURCH                                                                                                                                                                                       
Open Church began a number of years ago in order to make the peace and quiet of St Mary’s available to all 
whether  they  are  members of the congregation,  from the local community or passing visitors. 
A team of volunteers  staff the sessions.  Information related to the history of St  Mary’s  is available for those  
who would use it.  More  important however,  is the  peaceful environment the church   provides  for those   
whose visit  is based on the need for personal reflection , prayer or some silence. 
We have a good team of volunteers who regularly support Open  Church  but would  also welcome  additional 
recruits during 2010. 

Peter Aley 
 

PARENTING COURSE                                                                                                                                                                                  
Designed to help parents think through their present parenting habits, and to encourage and equip them with 
more    strategies and techniques to become even more effective as parents, this was a new venture for the East 
Barnet Anglican-Methodist partnership, aimed at outreach and community service. T 
The 1- session course was based on material produced by the Family Caring Trust, using their 5’s to 15’s 
programme. The course used Brookside Church as its venue, meeting in the Coffee Lounge and using the lobby 
and children’s area as a crèche. Three facilitators lead the course each week – Becky Leach, Shirley-Anne 
Wheeler and Maria Payne  - and there was a large team of supervisors staffing the crèche on a rota basis. Apart 
from the three leaders eight other people attended the course. Areas that the course covered included 
responsibility as a parent, encouragement, listening skills, communication issues, discipline, openness and 
honesty.  Everybody got a lot out of the course and many want to do it again! 
There seems to be a need to run the younger age (0-6yrs) patenting course, making connections with parents 
through baptisms, Toddler Praise and MOT. The challenge is to find the right day and time to    run this to meet 
most parents’ needs. It is hoped that we will run two courses in 2010. 

Becky Leach 

 
RETREAT  
The retreat took place in the  beautiful , country  surroundings  of Launde Abbey in Rutland. The feeling of 
peace was almost tangible. The day was divided into three main sections;  a quiet morning, a free afternoon 
and a reflective evening.  The morning started with morning prayer  and a reflection on a different aspect of 
the Benedictus.  This was followed by a silent period until lunchtime. After a service in the middle of the day  
people were free to  enjoy  the  surrounding area for the afternoon.  Evening prayer was available in the Abbey 
Chapel for those who wished to participate. After supper there was  further  input  from clergy and  a group 
discussion to follow.  People were able to participate as much or as little as they wanted.  
It was a very pleasant opportunity to quietly reflect and return to life renewed. 

Irene Graham  

 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE                                                                                                                                                                          
The purpose of the office is to support and facilitate the smooth running of church life.  It also provides a ‘first 
contact ‘  focus for the church community during weekdays.  Most of the administrative and co-ordination  work 
required is completed here in the Office. Much of the office machinery has been replaced this year; we are now 
fortunate to possess a booklet maker, a  collator and a  replacement Riso printer. These have helped to cut 
down on waste as they have proved  more  efficient and reliable. Volunteers such as Helen Tolhurst, Karen 
Broom and Mike Pearce  have also  helped to provide regular  office  cover and support  during the year;  
enabling other aspects of work to be developed. 
Challenges for 2010 include reviewing  the database and  presenting  this information in a more versatile  form;  
streamlining  essential procedures and  also developing  more expertise  in utilising the St Mary’s website. 
 

Anne Kruse 
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SACRISTY TEAM 
The Sacristy Team continues to build and develop, with the main stalwarts being Roy Mears, Roger Pitts Tucker 
and Jon Simpson. For those special occasions the numbers grow with the assistance of Jackie Barker, Sue 
Simpson and Dave Griffin.  What is encouraging is the involvement and enthusiasm shown by the younger 
members of the congregation with Hadleigh Broom,  Amy Bowden and Mathew Eade now regularly taking 
part. Our thanks in particular to Betty Newton Jones who, as always, keeps the linen and cloths clean and in 
good repair. This year, some  members  of the Sacristan Team  became part of the St. Alban’s Diocesan Chapter 
of the Company of Servers. 
Challenges for 2010 are to  continue to  learn “good practice” within our role. It is also to  encourage other 
members of the congregation to join our little Team, particularly the younger members.   As I always say, the 
Sacristan Team is not a ‘closed shop’. If you fancy being more involved and would like to join us, just let me 
know 
 

Jon Simpson 
 
SOCIAL TEAM 
Social events have become very well established at St Mary’s as a way of cementing our sense of being a 
community of faith, and reminding ourselves that friendship and fun are an important part of Church life.  2009 
got off to a great start with a Curry Night and then The Incognito Theatre Company bringing a one-night 
preview performance ‘Our Country’s Good’ into Church at the end of January.  After our usual break through 
Lent, the wine again flowed after the Organ Recitals and other special services, as well as our regular (and well-
supported) Quiz Night and Summer Soiree in June.  A grand barbeque formed part of our celebrations in July as 
Becky was ordained priest, and we were pleased to welcome so many of her family and friends (with fantastic 
weather for a change!).  The autumn socials were a Harvest Supper shared with Brookside and the welcome 
return of the Spiral Saxophone Quartet.  

 
 
STEWARDSHIP GROUP 
 
The Stewardship Group was set up under the Vision for Action heading, to oversee the financial stewardship of 
St. Mary’s, encourage the gifts and talents of our congregation and promote the giving of time to assist the 
numerous tasks that volunteers may contribute to Church life. 
 
A very successful Stewardship campaign in July, despite the economic situation, encouraged the generosity from 
more of our congregation to make their contributions by Gift Aid. For the year the campaign brought in the 
equivalent of an extra £4500 per annum. More recently the Group have been re-focusing on the Bishop’s 
challenge, moving away from the limitations of the Acorn Groups which had been the structure the Group had 
previously been working on to bring giving, time and talents together. We have warmly welcomed Heather 
Melling in to the Group and appreciate the regular attendance of Richard at our meetings. 
 
With the continued increase in fuel costs, Parish Share and a number of one-off purchases, we are as a Church 
in a worse financial position than last year. The Group has highlighted these concerns to the PCC, but using as a 
basis the themes of the Bishop’s Challenge, we have been looking at ways of bringing the previous ‘Vision for 
Action’ areas together and will be giving all our congregation an opportunity to informally express their opinions 
on all aspects of St. Mary’s at locally hosted events in June and July 2010. 
 

Colin Middleton. 
 
ST MARY’S SCHOOL 
(to follow) 
 
 



11 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The main focus theme for 2009 was on Old Testament Stories.  These were introduced using  visual images 
while the stories were told. Children were then able to take part in art activities related to the story. Most 
popular  were the stories of  David and Goliath , Joseph and his Dream Coat,  and Noah.  An Advent workshop 
was  also well attended. However after much soul searching, Sunday School was suspended at Christmas 2009. 
There were several reasons for this which included; varying numbers, inconsistent attendance and having to use 
premises at a distance from the church and the children’s parents.  
A review of young people’s provision is currently underway looking at both short and longer term options, 
including a Quiet Area at the back of church.  

Sarah Baker 
 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
The Barnet Committee of The Children’s Society is well represented by members of St Mary’s.  Dick Selby (Hon. 
Treasurer), Val Selby (Hon Secretary) and Pauline Hayes (our Box Secretary) believe                                                    
passionately in its work and have done for many years.  St Mary’s parish contributed £2,330 through its 
Christingle Service, your collecting boxes, some monthly banker’s payments, a Coffee Morning, the Sale of 
Christmas Cards, a sponsored walk across London’s bridges and by donations of Dick’s talk fees and from sales 
of his book.  Our next fund raising event is a Rubber Bridge Tea on Thursday 29th April 2010.  If you have friends 
who play  Bridge, or play yourself, do let us know and we will send a flyer.  The Annual General Meeting of The 
Barnet Committee will be held at our Church Hall on Wednesday 12th May 2010 - 7.45 for 8.00 p.m.  Anyone 
interested in the work of the society are welcome to join us for a short meeting and an informative  talk with 
refreshments to follow. Thank you so much for your continued support. 

Val Selby 
 
TODDLER PRAISE 
Toddler Praise started in January 2009, on a Thursday morning in Church, to offer babies, toddlers and their 
parents or carers a chance to experience worship and to grow in faith in a  toddler  friendly way, to  have fun 
together and to grow as a community - initially intended only to meet once a month!  
Within a couple of months it became clear that once a month was not enough, so from March it has met twice a 
month, usually on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays, but avoiding school holidays. After a brief gathering time, when toys 
are played with, we start our ‘service’ – ringing the bells, lighting candles, singing together, listening to a story 
(with help from teddies), praying, and blowing the candles out – all songs sung to familiar nursery rhyme tunes. 
There is then a craft time, based on the theme, and ably managed by Naomi Barbor, before coffee, juice and 
snacks are served with more time for play and chat. 
It has grown to become a lovely warm, vibrant community of about 20 adults and 17 toddlers. Many thanks to 
Naomi and to Veronica Weller, Chris Mears and Mike Pearce for help each week.  
At the beginning we mainly had babies and parents, but now that there are energetic toddlers roaming around             
the church issues of safety with wires and equipment need to be reassessed. 

Becky Leach 
 
TRAIDCRAFT 
 
We hold a stall monthly, usually on the first Sunday, and sell mainly food items obtained from our local 
Traidcraft Fair Trader.  These are usually bought direct from the producers in various countries in the 
developing world.  In December we also offer Christmas cards and other items associated with the 
festive season.  During 2009 we took a total of £653.00 which was a marked decrease from 2008, 
when we raised £917.00.  This could be because there are more fair trade goods available in the 
supermarkets, but also people may buy on line at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk  
 

Helen Tolhurst  
 

http://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/


12 

 

WALSINGHAM (See East Barnet Anglican-Methodist Partnership) 
 
 
WEBSITE 
The purpose is to provide a modern, dynamic  information source available via the internet. A small team  are 
involved in designing , developing  and maintaining St Mary’s website (www.stmarys-eastbarnet.org.uk) 
 

Like Dr Who, the website continues to regenerate - it is now in its third version. Thanks are due to Richard 
Watson and Daniel Evans (of expertIT) who designed the new site and dealt with the technical issues involved in 
using different software and moving the site to a new hosting service.  The new site is much more lively in 
design and has a number of new features, including a site search facility. Much of the content remains the same 
but has been updated and, in some cases, presented in innovative ways – see, for instance, the section on the 
evolution of the church from 1080 to the present day by Dick Selby. 
 
One of the main advantages of the new site is that new material can be added quickly and easily by different 
editors, whereas changes to the previous site had to be made through a single PC. Please let us know what you 
think – the “Comments” page is only a click away! 
 
Challenges include  ensuring  that material on the site is up-to-date and to check all links. We will need to 
continue the process of checking permissions with those who appear in photographs on the site.  The team will 
identify areas of the site that would benefit from further development and to ensure that the necessary work is 
undertaken. 
 

Graham Cranfield 

 
 
WOMEN’S GROUP                                                                                                                                                                                     
The Women’s Group have had a variety of get-togethers during 2009 where friendships have been 
nurtured and fellowship with our Methodist partners enjoyed. We met five times in 2009:- 
In January we had a belated New Year dinner at St. Peter’s Bourne followed by a parcel opening 
session revealing a surprising variety of small gifts.  We visited The Chicken Shed Theatre in March and 
experienced a very modern ‘theatre in the round’ production of The Attraction - a story of a gypsy 
romance, vibrant, brutal and compelling; an amazing production. In June we sampled David’s cooking 
again at St. Peter’s Bourne ‘Mid Summer Madness’.  The weather was kind and we were able to enjoy 
a tasty meal, accompanied by wonderful music provided by two very talented musicians in the lovely 
garden. We returned to The Green Jade Restaurant in October and were treated to another Chinese 
Feast.  In December we saw ‘Pinocchio’ at The Chicken Shed and were amazed at the exuberance, 
talent and organisation of so big a cast.  It was a truly spectacular show. 
I have enjoyed arranging our evenings over the past five years but would now like someone else to 
take over - maybe by a younger member of St. Mary’s or Barnet & Brookside Churches to give the 
meetings a new slant. 

Val Selby 
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East Barnet Parish Church 
St Mary the Virgin 

 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners 
Monday 20th April 2009 @ 8pm 
 
 

1. The meeting opened with prayers. 
 

 The Rector was in the Chair and thirty five parishioners were present (list attached). 
 
2. Apologies were received from Peter Weller, Veronica Weller, Prim Campbell, Margaret Cranfield, 

Graham Cranfield, Linda Watson, Lisa Topham. 
 
3. Election of Clerk  Chris Mears was proposed from the Chair, all in favour. 
 
4. Minutes of Annual Meeting of Parishioners 2008 were signed by the Rector as a true record. 
 
5. Election of Churchwardens 
 The following people were nominated : 
 
 Hilary Middleton 
 Proposed by Alan Moorhouse, seconded by Amanda Duncan 
 Peter Weller 
 Proposed by Amanda Duncan, seconded by Joyce Hutton 
 
 There being no other nominations, these two were duly elected. 
 
 The Rector thanked Peter and Hilary on behalf of everyone for their continued hard work, support and 

enthusiasm during the past year. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8-10pm 
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Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Brookside Methodist Church – Monday 20th April 2008 at 8-15pm 
 
 
1. Apologies were received from Peter Weller, Veronica Weller, Prim Campbell, Margaret Cranfield, 

Graham Cranfield, Linda Watson, Lisa Topham. 
 
2. Minutes of the APCM 2008  following an alteration under Statutory Reports/Finance(2nd line) … 

increasing to £2,500 … to read … increasing by £2,500 … these were signed by the Rector as a true 
record. 

 
3. Matters Arising  none. 
 
4. Statutory Reports 
 
(i) Electoral Roll Officer’s Report 
 
(ii) PCC Report 
 
(iii) Treasurer’s Report & Annual Accounts  * 
 
(iv) Fabric Report  ** 
 
(v) Deanery Synod Report 
 
* The Treasurer pointed out that the Parish Share this year is £51,377 which is just short of £1,000 per 

week before any other outgoings, eg gas, electricity, maintenance, etc.   He said people should really 
think seriously about their giving. 

 
** Yvonne Ward said at last year’s APCM she asked if the idea was to get rid of the church hall and asked 

what the current situation is.   The Rector said that he had hoped there would be something definite to 
report at this APCM but unfortunately this is not the case.   He did say however that in the past year our 
church architect has been undertaking a feasibility study.   One possibility is to dispose of the church hall 
and use the capital towards providing something more suitable at the top of the hill by the church.   
David Howard said that until about five years ago the hall used to make a profit but since then it has 
only just been breaking even. 

 
 Richard thanked David Howard and Roy Mears for keeping their eyes on the hall and ensuring 

everything works and runs as smoothly as possible. 
 
 The Rector suggested we receive the Statutory Reports en bloc – Martin Horton proposed, Hilary 

Middleton seconded, all in favour. 
 
(vi) Rector’s Report   
 Richard said there is a huge number of people to say thank you to for the ministry that goes on in the 

Parish, hard work, dedication, prayer and support.   He said Becky does a whole lot more than her 
agreed hours in the parish and she is a fantastic addition to the ministerial team.   Two of Becky’s 
initiatives are Toddler Praise and the Parenting Course.   The ministerial team consists of Richard, Becky 
Leach, Martin Horton, the churchwardens, Andrew Earwaker, Anne Kruse, Amanda Duncan and David 
Griffin. 

 
 Richard gave special thanks to the following three people ; 
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 Anne Kruse, as parish co-ordinator whom he said is more than an admin assistant but key in planning 
and organizing events.   Richard said Anne has made a huge difference since she has been in the office. 

 
 Andrew Earwaker, who is no longer employed as a bus driver but is now focused entirely on music - and 

we get more of his time than we are paying for.   There has been a huge development of music in the 
parish, which has gone from strength to strength, which is down to the hard work of the choir and 
especially Andrew. 

 
 Martin Horton who plugs the gap and picks things up when they drop, tidies up when the Rector has to 

leave in a hurry and generally keeps on top of everything.   All this in addition to his great work as 
Reader in the parish. 

 
5. Elections 
 
(i) 2 Election Scrutineers – not necessary. 
 
(ii) 7 Representatives to the PCC 
 
 Janet Barker  proposed by N Quy, seconded by C Mears 
 Chris Mears proposed by P Campbell, seconded by M Seagroat 
 Roy Mears proposed by D Selby, seconded by V Selby 
 Maria Payne proposed by H Middleton, seconded by K Horton 
 Nicola Quy proposed by C Mears, seconded by R Mears 
 Val Selby proposed by S Simpson, seconded by A Earwaker 
 James Topham proposed by L Topham, seconded by M Horton 
  
 There being no further nominations, the Rector proposed from the Chair they all be elected, all in 

favour. 
 
6. Appointments 
 

(i) Sidesmen 
 Peter Aley, Sheelagh Aley, Bridget Bowden, Primrose Campbell, Irene Graham, Neil Graham, Paul 

Habben, David Howard, Joyce Hutton, Martin Kiddle, Chris Mears, Alan Moorhouse, Mike Pearce, Val 
Selby, Marjory Seagroat, Anthony Ure 

  
 Roger Melling proposed all the above are elected for the year, Yvonne Ward seconded, all in favour. 
 
 
(ii) Electoral Roll Officer 
 Anne Kruse was proposed from the Chair, all in favour. 
 
(iii) Independent Examiner/Auditor 
 Mr Ron Neil was proposed by Dick Selby, seconded by David Howard, all in favour. 
 
7. Any Other Business 
 
 Hilary Middleton thanked Richard on behalf of everyone for everything he does for us all.   Richard 

responded that he really likes it at St Mary’s and would rather be here than anywhere else.   He also 
thanked the PCC for their support and commitment. 

 
Meeting closed at 8-45pm. 

 


