The coffin may be brought into Church the night before the service – please talk to the Funeral Director if you would like to consider this.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Entrance Music [played on the organ or CD] 
The coffin is carried in and placed at the front of the church.
The Easter candle burns at the foot of the coffin as a symbol of the presence of the risen Christ, leading us into new life.
Photographs, or symbols representing the life and character of the deceased may be placed on or around the coffin.
SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE

 

Please sit

 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

 

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty God,

you judge us with infinite mercy and justice

and love everything you have made.

In your mercy

turn the darkness of death into the dawn of new life,

and the sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven;

through our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

 

Please stand

 

HYMN
 (print text here)

 

Please sit

 

PRAYERS OF PENTITENCE
As children of a loving heavenly Father,
let us ask his forgiveness, for he is gentle and full of compassion. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Lord, have mercy.     Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.   Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.     Lord, have mercy. 

 

May God our Father forgive us our sins
and bring us to the eternal joy of his kingdom,
where dust and ashes have no dominion.  Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT
Merciful Father, hear our prayers and comfort us;
renew our trust in your Son,
whom you raised from the dead;
strengthen our faith
that all who have died in the love of Christ
will share in his resurrection;
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

 

 

Tributes from friends or family members can be made here

Poems or Readings can be included here
 

 

HYMN

(print text here)
 

 

PSALM RESPONSORY

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

He will not suffer your foot to stumble; 

he who watches over you will not sleep. 

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord himself watches over you; 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, neither the moon by night. 

The Lord shall keep you from all evil; it is he who shall keep your soul. 

The Lord shall keep watch over your going out and your coming in, 

from this time forth for evermore.
 

GOSPEL READING
 

THE PRAYERS

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Silence is kept
As a sign of honouring the deceased, 

the coffin may be sprinkled with holy water or incense may be used.
 

COMMENDATION & FAREWELL
Let us commend (Name) to the mercy of God,
our maker and redeemer.

 

God our creator and redeemer,
by your power Christ conquered death
and entered into glory.
Confident of his victory
and claiming his promises,
we entrust (Name) to your mercy
in the name of Jesus our Lord,
who died and is alive
and reigns with you,
now and for ever. Amen.
 

Please stand

 

Go forth upon your journey from this world,
in the name of God the Father almighty who created you;
in the name of Jesus Christ who suffered death for you;
in the name of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you;
in communion with the blessed saints,
and aided by angels and archangels,
and all the armies of the heavenly host.
May your portion this day be in peace,
and your dwelling the heavenly Jerusalem.  Amen.
 

 

HYMN

 (print text here)

 

 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

A light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

 

THE COMMITAL may take place in church or at the Crematorium/Cemetery
CLOSING PRAYER

THE BLESSING

 
Exit music [played on the organ or CD]
 

 

 

 

 

 

